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(54) DATA COMPRESSION METHOD 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To minimize the image deterioration of a finely-patterned part by obtaining the image 
feature quantity for each two-dimensional area of prescribed width with respect to data on an 
original image and deciding the number of thinned data on each part of the original image in , 
accordance with the magnitude of the image feature quantity. 

CONSTITUTION: The data on the original image 7 is read out of a memory device 7, and at first a 
high speed arithmetic circuit obtains the image feature quantity for each two-dimensional area of ' 
the prescribed width. The data on the image feature quantity is obtained with respect to ail cross- 
sections of the original image 7 to obtain the image feature quantity 8. In accordance with the 
magnitude of the value shown by the image feature quantity 8, the number of thinned data of each 
part of the original image 7 is decided. Then the data is thinned and compressed according to the 
thinning number corresponding to the value of the image feature quantity 8, and a compressed 
image 9 is formed. Its data is stored in a memory device 1 . 
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